
RMCA Newsletter June 2018 

Hello to all Clubs, 

 You will doubtless have seen that there was an article in the NZ Herald today, and we have posted it 

on Facebook that the Government is putting up a $10 million loan to RAL towards the construction 

of the Gondola Project at Whakapapa. Minister Jones is going to be at Ohakune to formally 

announce this. This is really great news and means the project can now be driven forward to be up 

and running for the next season. 

You will see that there are a number of attachments and following documents to this newsletter as 

there have been many things going on at the Mountain over the last few weeks and months. 

Firstly, attached is the report of the CEO’s Forum which I attended on 2nd June. This gives some fuller 

information on the Gondola construction, and also goes into many other matters. It includes a report 

on the contouring of Hutt Flat to reduce congestion in the areas we all know so well, and the request 

for us to assist RAL with further suggestions on positions on the ski field where moderate contouring 

work could assist with congestion. 

You will note that parking at the Top o’ the Bruce remains the same as last year. Following on from 

that report is a report on the last updating meeting on the Three Waters situation which James 

Mackenzie attended on our behalf. And also, the information from DOC which they have sent out 

post the meeting. This is of profound importance for the Clubs to know about, due to the serious 

financial implications it raises. All Stakeholders have major concerns about the financial implications. 

Maybe the announcement today of a possible at Border Tourist Tax may help us. Let us hope so. You 

will see from the report the steps being taken. 

Also as a follow on from that meeting we have had a look at the 2004 Memorandum of 

Understanding to see if it contemplated future costs. It does do that, admittedly in a fairly simple 

way, but of course this issue is covered by our Club Licenses as well. There is one little hopeful part 

in the License at Clause 16, which states that the Licensor (DOC) must use its best endeavours to 

calculate charges so as to fairly reflect the degree of such benefit exclusively derived by each 

Licensee. This is as far as services are concerned. Hopefully we can use this to the Clubs advantage. 

At the RMCA Forum last year we gave an update on the Treaty negotiations for the National Park. 

Attached also is a detailed report of a meeting with Dr John Wood the chief Crown Negotiator. 

The next attachment is information from DOC about catching a shuttle up the Mountain. It is 

important to note that there will be a $6 charge per trip and the pickup point will be National Park. 

This is mentioned in the CEO forum report also. There will be NO pickup form Whakapapa Village. 

Also important to note is that parking in Whakapapa Village will be restricted time, and there are no 

new carparks there. This is an imposition by DOC. 

DOC have also contacted RMCA about a Club having used Drone photos to promote their Club. 

Sounds like a great idea but sadly, it is a no no to using Drones in the National Park, It is contrary to 

the Tongariro National Park Management Plan. See attachment from Fiona Wilson of DOC, which 

gives the part of the plan such usage infringes. 



An Eruption response Plan by DOC has apparently been sent to each Club, please see the attachment 

from Marie Mcdonald at DOC. 

If your Club has spare bed capacity, RAL may be able to send ‘guests of your members’ your way. 

Please let us know if you are interested. There is apparently a new person at RAL who can assist with 

this. We were expecting an approach before now and are following up on it and will be in touch 

again soon. 

Finally, there was snow on the Mountain late May early June for the opening, but some has been 

washed away. The good thig is that cools the ground down for the snow to stay when it comes. 

See you there 

Jo Bouchier 


