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Linda Danen Obituary

My friend, fellow-skier and Ruapehu Mountain Clubs Association colleague, Linda Danen who
died aged 58, was an extraordinary woman who loved the mountains and was dedicated to
preserving the legacy of the Ruapehu mountain clubs.

Linda was a long-time club member and served on the Ruapehu Mountain Clubs Association
as an elected councillor from 2012 and as its president since 2019.

Linda cherished the fellowship of club life - they are places where life-long friendships are
forged by the shared love of the maunga and the joy of snow sports.

In her service to the RMCA, Linda worked tirelessly to bridge gaps, foster collaboration, and
create a sense of community that would withstand the test of time.

The mountain clubs would not exist without the tireless efforts of members and committees
who volunteer their time to keep the clubs operating for the benefit of many. Over the years,
clubs have faced challenges to their livelihoods - eruptions, low snow years and pandemics
just to name a few. But we are still here over 100 years later.

On a personal note, Linda was a great ski touring buddy - as in many aspects of her life Linda
was always prepared and effortlessly focussed on the task at hand.



I recall a day we spent ski touring. It was a bluebird day in late August — one of those rare
windless days at Ruapehu where you can see forever.

A group of us, including Linda and her partner Reid, gathered at the top of the Far West T-
Bar. The aim was a leisurely tour to the summit plateau via the crater lake with a small peek
at the Whangaehu Glacier.

Technically the tour was straight forward but it's memorable because of the perfect conditions
and the easy company of friends doing what they love most. I will never forget that.

Linda was one of the most fearless people I have known. Much has been written and
documentaries made about her cool-headedness in helping save the life of a team member
attacked by a shark when she was officer-in-charge of the meteorological station at Campbell
Island in 1992. No easy feat when you are on a sub-Antarctic island 600km off the coast of
Invercargill.

Jo Bouchier, Past President of RMCA says Linda was a great contributor to the Association.
“She has been an outstanding leader in what have been very difficult times for the Ruapehu
clubs. Her sad and untimely passing will mean she is much missed, but her legacy is
significant.”

Although we have farewelled Linda, let us all honour her memory by continuing her work - to
unite and strengthen the mountain community to preserve the legacy of our cherished clubs.

Let her love for the maunga and her dedication to service be inspiration for us all.

Jude Hamblyn — RMCA Councillor

AGM

This year’s AGM will be held at 4.30pm on Saturday 30 September at Happy Valley Bistro.
The notice and agenda have already been sent out in a separate email. Additional
information, including arrangements for the post-meeting dinner will be sent out shortly.
Interim arrangements for President’s position

Linda’s passing has left the RMCA president role vacant. The RMCA constitution allows the
Executive to co-opt a duly qualified person chosen at their sole discretion to serve until the
expiry of the term of office of the person replaced. The Executive has agreed that current

Councillors Angus Winstone and Jude Hamblyn will act as interim co-presidents.

Contact with RMCA

If you need to contact the RMCA please email secretary@rmca.org.nz
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