Mitch Black
Senior Statutory Advisor
Department of Conservation

Dear Mitch,
 We received the following invoices on 3 June 2026 for reimbursement of Ruapehu District Council and Horizon Regional Council rates charged to DOC for the period 1/July 2024 to 30 June 2025.
[INSERT INVOICE DETAILS]
 
At present, we are seeking legal advice on whether DOC has the right to make these charges, as we are occupants of land under our DOC licences situated in the Tongariro National Park.  It is our understanding that we are not using a “rating unit” being a specific parcel of land.  We are advised that Schedule 1 of the Act specifically states that land in a National Park is not rateable.  Accordingly, we struggle to understand why DOC would be legally obliged to pay rates, and why we would be obliged to reimburse DOC.
The invoices received from DOC seem to be based on an assessed division of the value of the land by some unknown method, and an assessed “improved” value as we understand was calculated by QV in 2017.   We have had no input into the valuation, nor do we understand the basis for it.  As we are not landowners we understand there was no right of objection either.
DOC presented these invoices for the 2024 to 2025 financial year in June 2026 and require payment by 20 July 2026.  The presentation of these invoices after 2 years has elapsed and asking us to pay within a month is, we feel, patently unfair. 
Our club is a “not-for-profit” incorporated society, and a registered charity.  No commercial operations are being carried out by our club. In the light of the restrictions and obligations contained within our licence agreement, the likely real value of our buildings may be $1.00, especially considering the recent history of the value club buildings have been traded as of late.
 We do not want to get into a default position with DOC however we ask DOC to revise the “due date” of these invoices for a further three (3) months to 20 October, while we seek the legal advice and consider the outcome.
 We have set out our reasons above for asking for a delay in detail to show that this request for time is genuinely needed, so we are better informed of our legal rights. 
Yours sincerely 

Insert
President 
Insert
